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Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed guests, it is with great honor that we
welcome you today to this symposium on the fascinating subject of mad
honey. As we gather here, we embark on an extraordinary journey into the
realm of nature's enigmatic creations, guided by the insightful words of
renowned author Sally Wen Mao.

Mad honey, also known as deli bal or "crazy honey," has been a source of
both allure and trepidation throughout history. Produced by bees that feed
on the nectar of the rhododendron flower, this golden-hued liquid
possesses both medicinal properties and a dangerous secret: it can induce
a state of hallucination, delirium, and even death.

In her captivating novel, "Mad Honey," Sally Wen Mao weaves a tantalizing
tale that explores the multifaceted nature of this enigmatic substance.
Through the lives of her characters, she delves into the cultural significance
of mad honey in Turkey, its long-standing use in traditional medicine, and
the perilous allure that has inspired countless tales of myth and lore.

Today, we are privileged to have Ms. Mao join us to share her extensive
knowledge and passion for this captivating subject. She will guide us
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through the history, science, and cultural implications of mad honey,
shedding light on its complex and often contradictory nature.

As we listen to Ms. Mao's insights, we will explore the following questions:

What are the unique properties of mad honey, and how do they affect
the human body?

How has mad honey been used throughout history, both for medicinal
purposes and as a recreational drug?

What are the cultural beliefs and rituals surrounding mad honey in
different societies?

How does Sally Wen Mao's novel, "Mad Honey," use this substance to
explore themes of love, loss, and the search for identity?

Furthermore, we will have the opportunity to engage in a lively discussion
with Ms. Mao, delving deeper into the fascinating world of mad honey. Your
questions and insights will enrich our understanding of this enigmatic
substance.

As we embark on this symposium, let us embrace a spirit of curiosity and
openness. Let us delve into the sweetness and sting of mad honey,
unraveling its mysteries and gaining a profound appreciation for the
wonders that nature holds.

Without further ado, please join me in welcoming the acclaimed author,
Sally Wen Mao, to the stage.



[Event proceeds with Sally Wen Mao's presentation and audience
discussion]

As the symposium draws to a close, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to
Sally Wen Mao for sharing her invaluable knowledge and insights with us.
Through her words, we have gained a deeper understanding of the
captivating world of mad honey, its medicinal properties, its cultural
significance, and its enduring power to inspire both fear and fascination.

The lessons we have learned today will undoubtedly stay with us long after
this event has ended. We encourage you to continue exploring the rich
tapestry of knowledge surrounding mad honey, and to approach nature with
a newfound appreciation for its enigmatic beauty and hidden dangers.

Thank you once again to Ms. Mao and to all of our esteemed guests for
making this symposium an unforgettable experience. We look forward to
continuing the dialogue on this captivating subject in the years to come.
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