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Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, is widely
regarded as one of the greatest orators and statesmen in American history.
His speeches, proclamations, and letters are filled with powerful words and
ideas that continue to inspire and resonate with people today.

This article will explore some of the most famous and significant selections
from Lincoln's body of work. We will examine the historical context of these
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selections, analyze their rhetorical strategies, and discuss their lasting
impact on American history and culture.

The Emancipation Proclamation

The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by Lincoln on January 1, 1863,
was one of the most important documents in American history. It declared
that all slaves in the Confederate states were free. The proclamation was a
turning point in the Civil War, and it helped to galvanize support for the
Union cause.

In his proclamation, Lincoln argued that slavery was "morally wrong" and
that it "had no just foundation in law." He also appealed to the Constitution,
arguing that the war was being fought to preserve the Union and to protect
the rights of all Americans.

The Emancipation Proclamation was a bold and courageous act, and it had
a profound impact on the course of the war. It helped to rally support for the
Union cause, and it ultimately led to the abolition of slavery in the United
States.

The Gettysburg Address

The Gettysburg Address, delivered by Lincoln on November 19, 1863, is
one of the most famous speeches in American history. It was given at the
dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
and it served to commemorate the Union victory at the Battle of Gettysburg.

In his address, Lincoln argued that the Civil War was a test of whether a
nation "conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal" could long endure. He also called for a renewed



commitment to the principles of freedom and equality, and he urged
Americans to "strive on to finish the work which they have begun."

The Gettysburg Address is a masterpiece of American oratory, and it has
been praised for its eloquence, its brevity, and its power. It is a timeless
reminder of the ideals upon which the United States was founded, and it
continues to inspire people around the world.

The Second Inaugural Address

The Second Inaugural Address, delivered by Lincoln on March 4, 1865,
was his last public speech. It was given just a few weeks before his
assassination, and it reflects his thoughts on the war and the future of the
United States.

In his address, Lincoln called for a "generous peace" with the Confederate
states. He also urged Americans to work together to rebuild the nation and
to create a more just and perfect Union.

The Second Inaugural Address is a powerful and moving speech, and it is a
testament to Lincoln's faith in the American people. It is a reminder that
even in the midst of war and division, we must never give up on our ideals.

Abraham Lincoln's speeches, proclamations, and letters are a treasure
trove of wisdom and inspiration. They are filled with powerful words and
ideas that continue to resonate with people today.

Lincoln's words have helped to shape the course of American history, and
they have inspired generations of Americans to strive for a more just and



perfect Union. His voice is a voice of hope, courage, and determination,
and it is a voice that we should never forget.
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