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The Carolina Parakeet (Conuropsis carolinensis) was a small, brightly
colored parrot that was once native to the eastern United States. It was the
only parrot species that was endemic to the United States, and its
extinction in the early 20th century is considered to be one of the greatest
conservation tragedies of all time.

Description

The Carolina Parakeet was a medium-sized parrot, about 12 inches long. It
had a bright green body with a yellow head and neck. Its wings were blue
and green, and its tail was long and pointed. The male and female birds
were similar in appearance.

Habitat and Distribution

The Carolina Parakeet was found in a variety of habitats, including forests,
swamps, and grasslands. It was most common in the southeastern United
States, but its range extended as far north as New York and Pennsylvania.

Diet

The Carolina Parakeet was a vegetarian, and its diet consisted primarily of
fruits, nuts, and seeds. It was also known to eat insects and other small
animals.

Behavior

The Carolina Parakeet was a social bird that lived in flocks. It was a very
vocal bird, and its calls could be heard from a long distance away. The
birds were also known to be quite playful, and they were often seen flying
and chasing each other through the trees.

Decline and Extinction



The Carolina Parakeet was once a common bird, but its population began
to decline in the late 19th century. This decline was due to a number of
factors, including habitat loss, hunting, and disease. By the early 20th
century, the Carolina Parakeet was extinct in the wild. The last known
captive bird died in 1918.

Legacy

The Carolina Parakeet is a reminder of the importance of conservation. Its
extinction is a tragedy, but it also serves as a lesson about the fragility of
our natural world. The Carolina Parakeet is still remembered today, and its
image can be found on stamps, coins, and other memorabilia.

The Carolina Parakeet was a beautiful and fascinating bird that is sadly
extinct today. Its extinction is a reminder of the importance of conservation,
and it also serves as a lesson about the fragility of our natural world.
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