The Arms Crisis of 1970: A Ripple Effect on
Global Diplomacy and the Middle East Conflict

THE

The Arms Crisis of 1970, a pivotal moment in the annals of international
relations, unfolded amidst the tumultuous backdrop of the Cold War and
the escalating Arab-Israeli conflict. This crisis arose from the intricate web
of geopolitical interests and arms proliferation in the Middle East,
threatening to destabilize the delicate balance of power in the region.
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Genesis of the Crisis

The roots of the Arms Crisis of 1970 can be traced back to the aftermath of
the Six-Day War in 1967, which saw Israel's decisive victory over Egypt,
Jordan, and Syria. The war left Israel in control of vast territories, including
the strategically important West Bank, Gaza Strip, Sinai Peninsula, and
Golan Heights.

In response, the Soviet Union, a staunch ally of the Arab states, initiated a
massive arms buildup in the region, supplying advanced weapons systems
to Egypt, Syria, and other Arab nations. This influx of Soviet weaponry
tipped the military balance in favor of the Arab states, raising concerns
among Western powers, particularly the United States.

The American Response: Rogers Plan and Phantom Jets

Faced with the prospect of a Soviet-backed Arab resurgence, the United
States under President Richard Nixon sought to counterbalance the Soviet
arms buildup by bolstering Israel's defenses. In December 1970, Secretary
of State William Rogers proposed a peace plan, known as the "Rogers
Plan," calling for a ceasefire, withdrawal of Israeli forces from occupied
territories, and an end to all arms supplies to the region.
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However, the Rogers Plan was met with resistance from both Israel and the
Arab states, who viewed it as an attempt to impose a solution without
addressing the underlying causes of the conflict. Concurrently, the United
States authorized the sale of advanced Phantom jets to Israel, a move
widely seen as an effort to strengthen Israel's air superiority.

Escalation and International Tensions

The decision to supply Phantom jets to Israel incensed the Soviet Union,
who viewed it as a provocation and a violation of the Rogers Plan. In
retaliation, the Soviet Union threatened to resume arms shipments to the
Arab states, further escalating tensions.

The crisis reached its peak in September 1970, when Soviet Foreign
Minister Andrei Gromyko delivered a stern warning to the United States,
stating that the Soviet Union would intervene militarily if Israel attempted to
use the Phantom jets to attack Soviet-supplied Arab forces.

Diplomatic Resolution

In the face of mounting international pressure and the threat of a wider
conflict, both the United States and the Soviet Union engaged in intense
diplomatic efforts to prevent a further escalation of the crisis.

Through back-channel negotiations and a series of high-level meetings, the
two superpowers reached an understanding. The United States agreed to
limit its arms shipments to Israel, while the Soviet Union agreed to restrain
its arms supplies to the Arab states.

Aftermath and Impact



The resolution of the Arms Crisis of 1970 had a significant impact on global
diplomacy and the Middle East conflict. The crisis highlighted the delicate
balance of power in the region and the perils of unchecked arms
proliferation.

It also demonstrated the importance of diplomatic engagement and
cooperation between the United States and the Soviet Union in preventing
conflicts from spiraling into wider conflagrations.

Moreover, the crisis had a lasting impact on the Arab-Israeli conflict. The
influx of Soviet weaponry emboldened Arab states and fueled their desire
to regain the territories lost in the Six-Day War. Conversely, it reinforced
Israel's determination to maintain its military superiority and secure its
borders.

Lessons Learned

The Arms Crisis of 1970 offers several valuable lessons for international
relations and global diplomacy.

Firstly, it underscores the need for responsible arms control and non-
proliferation measures to prevent the destabilizing effects of uncontrolled
weapons proliferation.

Secondly, it highlights the importance of diplomatic engagement and
dialogue between major powers to manage geopolitical conflicts and
prevent escalation.

Thirdly, it demonstrates the intricate interplay between regional conflicts
and global power dynamics, and the need for a nuanced and multifaceted



approach to addressing complex international issues.

The Arms Crisis of 1970 stands as a pivotal moment in the history of
international relations and the Middle East conflict. It was a crisis born of
geopolitical rivalries, arms proliferation, and the clash of national interests.

Through intense diplomatic efforts and a shared recognition of the potential
for wider conflict, the crisis was eventually resolved. However, its legacy
continues to shape the security dynamics of the Middle East and
underscores the ongoing challenges of non-proliferation and conflict
management in the region and beyond.
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