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Ed Drury, the creative force behind Sticks and Drones, is a renowned
musician, sound designer, and innovator who has captivated audiences
with his groundbreaking fusion of drums and drones. In this in-depth
interview, we have the privilege of delving into the mind of this artistic
pioneer, exploring his journey, his unique approach, and the challenges and
rewards of combining music and technology.

The Genesis of Sticks and Drones

Drury's fascination with drones began during his tenure with avant-garde
ensemble The Necks. "l was always drawn to the power of drones in
creating immersive experiences," he reflects. "They have this ability to
transport listeners to a different realm."

However, it was during a chance encounter with a friend's quadcopter that
Drury's eureka moment occurred. "l realized that the movements of the
drone mirrored the gestures of a drummer," he explains. "It was like a
percussive instrument in the sky."

Intrigued by this connection, Drury set out to create an artistic hybrid that
would combine the organic rhythms of drums with the ethereal
soundscapes of drones. Thus, Sticks and Drones was born.
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The Art of Combining Music and Technology

Sticks and Drones performances are a mesmerizing blend of precision and
improvisation, where human touch interplays seamlessly with electronic
wizardry. Drury achieves this by utilizing a custom-designed performance
system that allows him to control multiple drones through his drum kit.

"The key is to create a symbiotic relationship between the drums and the
drones," Drury explains. "The drones provide a foundation, while the drums
add a layer of dynamism and human expression."

The technical challenges are not insignificant, as Drury must constantly
adapt to the unpredictable movements of the drones. "lt's a bit like
juggling," he says with a laugh. "But that's also what makes it so
exhilarating."

The Immersive Experience

Sticks and Drones performances are not mere auditory experiences; they

are immersive environments that engage multiple senses. Drury's carefully
choreographed drone movements create dynamic visual patterns, while the
interplay of drums and drones envelops the audience in a sonic landscape.

"l want to create an experience that transports people," Drury says. "l want
them to feel the vibrations of the drums, to see the beauty of the drones,
and to be swept away by the music."

The Future of Sticks and Drones

As technology continues to evolve, Drury envisions exciting possibilities for
Sticks and Drones. "I'm experimenting with new drone designs,



incorporating elements of artificial intelligence, and exploring collaborations
with other artists," he reveals.

One particularly fascinating project is his work with generative music,
where drones are programmed to respond and adapt to the drummer's
input in real time. "It's like creating a musical feedback loop between the
human and the machine," Drury explains.

Ed Drury's Sticks and Drones represents a bold and innovative chapter in
the annals of music. His unique approach to combining drums and drones
has given birth to a captivating art form that transports audiences to an
immersive realm of sound and vision. As technology continues to advance,
we eagerly anticipate the future of this groundbreaking project and the
visionary artist behind it.
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