
Kindred Souls: A Journey of Friendship and
Loss
Patricia MacLachlan's acclaimed novel, Kindred Souls, is a poignant and
thought-provoking tale that delves into the profound nature of friendship
and the enduring impact of loss. Published in 1993, the novel has
captivated readers of all ages with its sensitive exploration of grief,
memory, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Kindred Souls is narrated by two young girls, Nellie and Clara, who grow up
together in a small New England town. From their first meeting as shy and
curious children, their bond deepens through shared experiences, laughter,
and secrets. However, their idyllic childhood is shattered when Clara's
younger brother, Robbie, tragically drowns in a pond.

Nellie witnesses the devastating impact of Robbie's death on Clara and her
family, and she struggles to understand her own feelings of loss and grief.
As the girls navigate the complexities of their emotions, they find solace
and support in each other's presence, forming an unbreakable connection
that transcends the boundaries of time and circumstance.
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At its core, Kindred Souls is a testament to the enduring power of friendship
and its ability to sustain us through life's challenges. MacLachlan portrays
the relationship between Nellie and Clara as a sanctuary where they can
express their true selves, find solace, and heal from their shared loss.

The novel also explores the complexities of grief and loss, particularly as
experienced by young children. Through Nellie's honest and heartfelt
narration, MacLachlan captures the raw emotions of sadness, anger, and
confusion that accompany the loss of a loved one. However, amidst the
pain and sorrow, the novel also highlights the resilience and adaptability of
the human spirit, and the ways in which we can find strength and hope
even in the face of adversity.

Throughout the novel, MacLachlan weaves in vivid descriptions of the
natural world, particularly the landscapes of their New England home. The
imagery of trees, fields, and the changing seasons serves as a poignant
backdrop to the girls' journey, reflecting the cyclical nature of life and the
inevitability of loss. Nature also plays a therapeutic role, providing a haven
where the girls can find comfort, peace, and renewal.

MacLachlan employs subtle yet powerful symbolism and metaphors
throughout Kindred Souls. The drowning of Robbie is not only a tragic
event but also a symbol of the fragility and unpredictability of life. The pond
itself becomes a haunting reminder of the loss that the girls have endured,
and a place where they can confront their grief and find healing.
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The theme of transformation is also explored through the imagery of
butterflies. Butterflies, with their cycles of life, death, and rebirth, represent
the cyclical nature of life and the hope that can be found amidst loss. The
girls witness the emergence of butterflies from their chrysalises, mirroring
their own journey of growth and transformation in the face of adversity.

The characters of Nellie and Clara are vividly portrayed, and their
emotional journeys are explored with sensitivity and nuance. Nellie, the
narrator, is a thoughtful and observant child, who struggles to make sense
of her own grief and the pain of those around her. Clara, on the other hand,
is initially more reserved and withdrawn, but as the novel progresses, she
gradually opens up to Nellie, sharing her own feelings of loss and
vulnerability.

Through the girls' interactions, MacLachlan deftly captures the complexities
of childhood friendships, including the loyalty, jealousy, and
misunderstandings that can arise. However, their shared experience of loss
ultimately deepens their bond and provides a foundation for their enduring
friendship.

Kindred Souls has been widely acclaimed for its emotional depth, lyrical
prose, and its sensitive portrayal of childhood grief. The novel has received
numerous awards and accolades, including the Newbery Medal, the
National Book Award for Children's Literature, and the Boston Globe-Horn
Book Award. It continues to be a popular choice for classroom reading, and
its themes of friendship, loss, and resilience resonate with readers of all
ages.



Patricia MacLachlan's Kindred Souls is a timeless classic that has touched
the hearts of countless readers. Its honest and poignant exploration of
childhood loss and the enduring power of friendship has made it a beloved
work that continues to inspire, move, and heal.

The Role of Memory and Storytelling: Kindred Souls emphasizes
the importance of memory and storytelling in the process of healing
and understanding our experiences. Through the act of sharing stories
and preserving memories, the characters are able to come to terms
with their losses and find a sense of closure.

The Healing Power of Art: Throughout the novel, the girls find solace
and expression in art and creativity. Nellie draws pictures and writes
stories, while Clara plays the piano. These creative pursuits provide
them with an outlet for their emotions and help them to process their
grief.

The Importance of Time: Time is a major theme in Kindred Souls.
The novel explores the ways in which time can heal wounds, change
perspectives, and bring about new beginnings. The passage of time
allows the characters to reflect on their experiences, gain a deeper
understanding of themselves and others, and move forward with their
lives.

, Patricia MacLachlan's Kindred Souls is a profound and moving novel that
explores the complexities of friendship, loss, and the healing power of
human connection. Its sensitive portrayal of childhood grief, its lyrical
prose, and its timeless themes have made it a beloved classic that
continues to resonate with readers of all ages. This article has provided an



in-depth review and analysis of the novel, highlighting its key themes,
characters, symbolism, and enduring impact.
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Parasols and Peril: Adventures in Grace
In the quaint town of Grace, where secrets hide in plain sight and danger
lurks beneath the surface, a group of extraordinary young women
embark on...
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attendant who has been working in the aviation industry for over 15
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