
Is Remote Warfare Moral: An Examination of
the Ethical Implications of Distanced Combat
Just war theory is a set of ethical principles that have been used to guide
the conduct of warfare for centuries. These principles include:

Jus ad bellum: The justification for going to war.

Jus in bello: The conduct of war.

Jus post bellum: The aftermath of war.

Jus ad bellum principles include the following:

Just cause: A war must be fought for a just cause, such as self-
defense or the liberation of an oppressed people.

Right intention: A war must be fought with the right intention, such as
to restore peace and正义.

Last resort: War should only be used as a last resort, after all other
options have been exhausted.

Proportionality: The damage caused by a war must be proportional to
the good that is expected to be achieved.

Discrimination: A war must be fought in a way that distinguishes
between combatants and non-combatants.

Jus in bello principles include the following:
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No unnecessary suffering: Combatants must not cause unnecessary
suffering to their enemies.

No treacherous means: Combatants must not use treacherous
means, such as poison or assassination, to kill their enemies.

No targeting of non-combatants: Combatants must not intentionally
target non-combatants, such as civilians, women, and children.

Jus post bellum principles include the following:

Just peace: A war must end with a just peace, which includes the
restoration of order and the protection of human rights.

Responsibility for war crimes: Those who commit war crimes must
be held accountable.

Remote warfare raises a number of challenges to just war theory. One
challenge is the issue of discrimination. It is often difficult to distinguish
between combatants and non-combatants from a distance, which can lead
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to civilian casualties. Another challenge is the issue of proportionality.
Remote warfare can often cause widespread damage, which may not be
proportional to the good that is expected to be achieved.

Some argue that remote warfare is inherently immoral because it violates
the principles of just war theory. Others argue that remote warfare can be
moral if it is conducted in accordance with these principles.

Remote warfare is likely to play an increasingly important role in the future
of warfare. As militaries continue to develop new technologies, they will be
able to wage war from even greater distances. This raises a number of
important ethical questions that need to be addressed.

One question is whether remote warfare will make war more or less likely.
Some argue that remote warfare will make war more likely because it will
lower the threshold for entry. Others argue that remote warfare will make
war less likely because it will be less costly and less risky.

Another question is whether remote warfare will make war more or less
humane. Some argue that remote warfare will make war more humane
because it will reduce the number of casualties. Others argue that remote
warfare will make war less humane because it will make it easier to target
civilians.

These are just some of the ethical questions that need to be addressed as
remote warfare continues to develop. It is important to think carefully about
the implications of these technologies before they are used in combat.

Remote warfare is a complex and controversial issue. There are strong
arguments on both sides of the debate over whether it is moral. Ultimately,



the decision of whether or not to use remote warfare is a difficult one that
must be made on a case-by-case basis.
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