
An Insider Account of the Workings of the
United States Senate
The United States Senate is the upper chamber of the United States
Congress. It is composed of 100 senators, two from each of the 50 states.
The Senate is responsible for passing legislation, approving treaties,
confirming presidential appointments, and conducting trials for
impeachments.

The Dance of Legislation: An Insider's Account of the
Workings of the United States Senate by Eric Redman

4.1 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 670 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 324 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

The Senate is a complex and fascinating institution. Its history dates back
to the founding of the United States, and its procedures have been shaped
by centuries of tradition and precedent. In this article, we will take an
insider's look at the workings of the Senate. We will explore its history,
structure, and procedures. We will also discuss the role of the Senate in the
American political system.

History of the Senate
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The Senate was created by the Constitutional Convention in 1787. The
framers of the Constitution wanted to create a body that would represent
the states and protect their interests. They also wanted to create a body
that would be independent of the House of Representatives, which was to
be elected by the people.

The Senate has undergone several changes over the years. In 1796, the
Senate was increased from 26 to 32 members. In 1800, the Senate was
increased to 34 members. In 1812, the Senate was increased to 36
members. In 1819, the Senate was increased to 48 members. In 1845, the
Senate was increased to 52 members. In 1859, the Senate was increased
to 62 members. In 1875, the Senate was increased to 76 members. In
1890, the Senate was increased to 88 members. In 1912, the Senate was
increased to 96 members. In 1959, the Senate was increased to 100
members.

Structure of the Senate

The Senate is composed of 100 senators, two from each of the 50 states.
Senators are elected by the people of their states for six-year terms. One-
third of the Senate is up for election every two years.

The Senate is presided over by the Vice President of the United States.
The Vice President has the power to break ties in the Senate, but does not
have the power to vote on legislation.

The Senate is divided into two parties: the Democrats and the Republicans.
The party with the most seats in the Senate is the majority party. The party
with the fewest seats in the Senate is the minority party.



The majority party controls the Senate's agenda and sets the rules for
debate. The minority party has the power to filibuster legislation, which can
delay or even block its passage.

Procedures of the Senate

The Senate has a complex set of rules and procedures. These rules and
procedures govern everything from the way bills are introduced to the way
they are debated and voted on.

Bills are introduced in the Senate by senators. Bills can be introduced on
any topic, but must be germane to the subject matter of the Senate. Once a
bill is introduced, it is referred to a committee for consideration.

Committees are small groups of senators who specialize in a particular
area of policy. Committees hold hearings on bills and make
recommendations to the full Senate. The full Senate then debates and
votes on bills.

Bills that are passed by the Senate are sent to the House of
Representatives. The House of Representatives then debates and votes on
the bills. If a bill is passed by both the Senate and the House of
Representatives, it is sent to the President for his signature.

The Role of the Senate in the American Political System

The Senate plays a vital role in the American political system. The Senate
is responsible for passing legislation, approving treaties, confirming
presidential appointments, and conducting trials for impeachments.



The Senate is also a check on the power of the President. The Senate
must approve all treaties and presidential appointments. The Senate can
also impeach the President for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors."

The Senate is a complex and fascinating institution. Its history, structure,
and procedures are all unique. The Senate plays a vital role in the
American political system, and its decisions have a profound impact on the
lives of all Americans.
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